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Candidate Statement 
 
I am honored to stand as a candidate for Second Vice President of the Association of Collegiate Schools 
of Architecture. For more than two decades, my academic leadership, scholarship, and professional 
practice have been shaped by a deep commitment to the values ACSA upholds: advancing architectural 
education, strengthening the impact of design research, and supporting a diverse, inclusive academic 
community. My experience as a dean, professor, researcher, and practitioner across multiple institutional 
contexts has prepared me to contribute meaningfully to ACSA’s strategic vision at a moment when 
architectural education faces profound opportunity and responsibility. 
My career has been anchored in cross-disciplinary design education and the belief that schools of 
architecture must remain responsive to the cultural, social, environmental, and technological conditions 
shaping our communities. At the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, where I served as Distinguished Professor, Associate Dean, and 
Interim Dean of the College of the Arts, I supported education and faculty research across the arts and design disciplines, advanced 
new interdisciplinary collaborations, and led strategic planning efforts during a period of institutional transition. I was recognized with 
the Distinguished Professor and Research Excellence Awards, honors that reflected my commitment to integrating scholarship, 
teaching, and public engagement. 
A central dimension of my academic work has been mentoring faculty and students engaged in design investigations linked to 
Louisiana’s coastal conditions—an environment that demands new forms of ecological awareness, cultural stewardship, and 
architectural response. These collaborative studies deepened my understanding of how architecture can productively engage with 
environmental risk, local identities, and community resilience. 
At Kansas State University’s College of Architecture, Planning & Design (APDesign), where I serve as Dean and Professor, I have 
continued to champion interdisciplinary and community-engaged design education. APDesign brings together architecture, landscape 
architecture, regional and community planning, real estate, interior design, interior architecture, and industrial design. At APDesign we 
have built structures that connect these disciplines through shared teaching, advising, research, and outreach. Our faculty address 
areas central to ACSA’s mission—climate resilience, rural equity, digital futures, and inclusive design—through both scholarship and 
applied design work. 
One of our strongest commitments at APDesign is to meaningful engagement with communities. Over the past five years, our faculty 
and students have completed more than 80 community-engaged projects with partners across Kansas. This year we are launching the 
Kansas State Design Center to serve rural communities throughout the state, extending the longstanding impact of our Kansas City 
Design Center and deepening our investment in design as a public good. We also continue to strengthen a culture of belonging and 
student support through structured mentorship, professional development, and leadership experiences embedded into our co-curricular 
programming. 
My professional research practice, emerymcclure architecture—co-founded with Ursula Emery McClure—forms another foundation of 
my qualification for this role. Our design research operates at the intersection of ecology, urbanism, and cultural identity, with built and 
speculative work recognized regionally, nationally and internationally. Our writings have contributed to critical dialogues on the role of 
the architect in fragile ecological contexts and rapidly changing cultural norms.  This sustained record of speculative and built work 
continues to inform my understanding of how design inquiry can advance architectural education. 
Across these roles, I have developed a leadership approach defined by collaboration, transparency, and strategic thinking—qualities I 
would bring to the ACSA Board and the position of Second Vice President. I am prepared to chair the Planning Committee with a focus 
on aligning ACSA’s strategic priorities with the evolving landscape of higher education. Issues such as academic freedom, access and 
affordability, accreditation and licensure, enrollment pressures, funding models, technological transformation, and the imperative for 
equity demand intentional, proactive stewardship. ACSA is uniquely positioned to convene these conversations, and I am committed to 
supporting processes that listen to members, build consensus, and move the discipline forward with clarity and purpose. 
Architectural education thrives when its institutions work together, and ACSA plays an essential role in connecting diverse program 
types, methodologies, and missions. My experience in accreditation, institutional governance, curriculum design, and multi-disciplinary 
leadership equips me to contribute constructively to ACSA’s ongoing work of strengthening the impact and relevance of architectural 
education across North America and beyond. 
I am grateful for the committee’s consideration and would welcome the opportunity to serve ACSA, its member schools, and its broader 
community at this pivotal moment for our discipline. 



 

Biographical Statement—Michael A. McClure 
 
Michael A. McClure, FAAR, AIA, is Dean and Professor in the College of Architecture, Planning & Design at Kansas State University 
and partner of emerymcclure architecture. His career spans more than two decades of academic leadership, interdisciplinary design 
education, and award-winning design research practice. 
 
McClure holds a Master of Architecture from Columbia University’s Graduate School of Architecture, Planning, and Preservation and a 
Bachelor of Arts in Architecture from Washington University in St. Louis. Prior to joining Kansas State University in 2023, he spent more 
than twenty years at the University of Louisiana at Lafayette, where he was named Distinguished Professor and served as Associate 
Dean and Interim Dean of the College of the Arts. Early in his career he also taught at Louisiana State University, Tulane University, 
and Pratt Institute. 
 
At Kansas State University, McClure leads APDesign—an interdisciplinary college of roughly 1,000 students and 90 faculty and staff 
offering accredited degrees in Architecture, Interior Architecture, Interior Design, Industrial Design, Landscape Architecture, Community 
and Regional Planning and Real Estate and Community Development. Under his leadership, the college advances a collaborative 
model of design education grounded in research, community engagement, and a commitment to addressing social and environmental 
challenges across Kansas and beyond. 
 
Registered as an architect since 1996, McClure co-founded emerymcclure architecture with Ursula Emery McClure. Their work has 
earned national and international recognition, including exhibitions at the Venice Biennale in 2006, 2010, and 2021; the 2013 d3 Unbuilt 
Visions Grand Prize; and inclusion in “The South Forty.” In 2008–09, the American Academy in Rome awarded the firm the Gorham P. 
Stevens Rome Prize in Architecture. Most recently, the practice was named one of Forbes’ Top 100 Residential Architects in 2025. 
 
Their writings have appeared in ACSA Press, Routledge, and peer-reviewed venues. with contributions to Writing Urbanism: A Design 
Reader, the Interior Architecture Theory Reader, and ACSA conference proceedings. 
 
He has an extensive record of service to discipline, and service on municipal, state, and national boards. Recent appointments include 
the AIA National Committee on Continuing Education and the Kansas State Building Advisory Commission. 
 
Across his academic, professional, and service roles, McClure is committed to advancing architectural education, strengthening 
collaborative design culture, and expanding the public impact of the built environment. 
 
 


