
ACSA Candidate for At-Large Director Position 2 (2-year term) 
Mark A. Pearson, College of DuPage 

Candidate Statement 

As a candidate for At-Large Director of the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture, I am 
committed to help provide leadership around the many challenges we all face.  Architectural education is 
experiencing cascading pressures.  At this moment, ACSA must communicate the value of architectural 
education and be a strong advocate for our academic values and shared future.  ACSA must continue to 
provide platforms and opportunities for dialog, discussion, debate, as well as productive disagreement. A 
strong organization such as ACSA can advocate, influence, platform, empower and equip its membership 
with the necessary tools and resources to address the shifting challenges we all face.  Relationships 
matter at this time, and ACSA can facilitate resources for our community of architectural educators to 
thrive. 

My name is Mark Pearson.  I am a Professor of Architecture at College of DuPage, a Community College located in suburban 
Chicago.  I am a Licensed Architect in the State of Illinois and a LEED accredited professional.  At College of DuPage, I am the chair of 
the Architecture and Construction Management programs.  I am also responsible for teaching the second-year design studio curriculum 
in the pre-architecture program, which has included teaching courses in architectural design, presentation, portfolio and visualization.  I 
have also initiated the design + build summer studio, a grant funded experiential learning opportunity for community college 
architecture students.   

I have been a full-time faculty member at College of DuPage for the past 21 years, and in that time our pre-architecture program has 
successfully transferred over 350 students into accredited ACSA member schools.  Many of these transfer students have not only gone 
on to complete their professional degrees but are now licensed architects working in firms across the country.  Yet in spite of our many 
success stories, students who begin their architectural education at a community college still face challenges, barriers and attitudes of 
elitism as they navigate their way through an architectural education.   

I believe that my experience working with community college architecture students will bring a welcome perspective to the ACSA 
board.   

From 2019–2024 I was a member of the ACSA Education Committee.  During that time our work included hosting the first ACSA 
Convening to Advance Community College Transfer and Articulation in Architectural Education and publishing the ACSA Transfer 
Toolkit.  As an ACSA board member, I will continue to advocate for our institutions and the profession at large with empathy and 
understanding for the needs of the diverse students we serve.  I remain committed to building bridges between organizations and 
fostering further dialog between Community College Architecture programs and ACSA on our shared goals and values. 

These goals not only align with ACSA’s strategic values but also remain critical and timely as we navigate forward in uncertain times. 

I appreciate your consideration as a prospective candidate for an ACSA At-Large Director position. 



Abbreviated Curriculum Vitae—Mark A. Pearson 

 
EDUCATION 
1999 University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, Master of Architecture, Design Option 
1997 University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign, Bachelor of Science in Architectural Studies 
 
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
2015-present Professor of Architecture, College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn Illinois 
2010-15  Associate Professor, College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn Illinois  
2006-10  Assistant Professor, College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn Illinois  
2004-06  Instructor, College of DuPage, Glen Ellyn Illinois  
1997-99  Graduate Teaching Assistant, Architectural Design, University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign 
  
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
2005-present      Mark A. Pearson AIA, Licensed Architect, State of Illinois 
2001-04              Frye Gillan Molinaro Architects Ltd, Chicago, Illinois 
1999-01   Skidmore Owings & Merrill LLP, Chicago, Illinois 
1992-96   Gere Dismer Architects, Rock Island, Illinois, summers  
 
RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS 
2007 Clyde Lee and Jane Cecilia Baker Traveling Fellowship, University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign 
1999 Edward L. Ryerson Fellow in Architecture, University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign 
1997 Frank B. and Jenny M. Long Traveling Fellowship, University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign 
 
SELECTED PRESENTATIONS / PUBLICATIONS / GRANTS 
2023  “New Frontiers and New Opportunities for Students” ACSA Administrators Conference 
2023   ACSA Convening to Advance Community College Transfer and Articulation in Architectural Education 
2022   AIA Illinois Educators Roundtable Panel Discussion 
2021-22     “Expanding Access to Architectural Education: Working with Community Colleges” ACSA webinars,  
2020.         “Post-Pandemic: What is the Future of Higher Education?” ACSA Administrators Conference,  
2020          “Equity and Empathy in the Architecture Studio: What can we learn from virtual design studios during a 

   pandemic?”  ACSA Education Committee online discussion 
2013-23     RFE Grants for Arch Design + Build Studio Initiative, College of DuPage Foundation  

  ($40,000 funding awarded for multiple projects 2013-2023) 
2018          “Why aren’t we talking about Community College Architecture Programs?” AIA Chicago, Chicago Architect 
2018    Magazine, OP-ED on diversity in the architecture profession, July–August Edition 2018.   
2018    “IF YOU BUILD IT… Design Build in the CCAP” CCAP conference. 
2010    “Connecting to the Community, Project-Based Learning to Build a Greener Future” Greenbuild. 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
2021-2024 Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture Education Committee co-chair  

Committee Focus:  Expanding access to higher education for community college students. 
2019-2021 Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture Education Committee member,  
2017-present  Chicago Architecture + Design Career Day planning team, website and graphic design 
  Consortium for Design and Construction Careers and AIA Chicago Foundation 
2013-present Coalition of Community College Architecture Programs (CCCAP), member 
2005-present American Institute of Architects, member 
 
AWARDS 
2025 ACSA Diversity Achievement Award, with La Tanya Cobb 
2024 Nathan Clifford Ricker Award for Architecture Education, AIA Illinois 
2024 ACSA Special Recognition Award for Community College pathways committee work 
2018 Outstanding Faculty Award winner, Coalition of Community College Architecture Programs 
2017 AIA Distinguished Project Merit Award winner, AIA Northeast Illinois, COD Arch Design + Build 
2014 Division-wide Outstanding Faculty Award winner, College of DuPage 
2009 USGBC Excellence in Green Building Education Honor Award winner 
 


