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Candidate Statement

Architecture faces a paradox: at a moment when the world urgently needs designers who can reimagine
how to inhabit our planet without destroying it, we are producing fewer architects, not more. The path into
this profession has become longer, costlier, and narrower, filtering out precisely the voices and
perspectives we most need. | am running for Second Vice-President because this is the time for ACSA
to lead the fundamental conversation about who gets to become an architect, how they get there, how to
expand access, and whom architecture ultimately serves.

My conviction comes from three decades of work combining practice, education, and public service. As
founding principal of aldayjover architecture and landscape, | have spent my career working in public
projects, demonstrating that architecture can serve communities often excluded from its benefits, and
redesigning how cities live with rivers in Spain, India, Latin America, and along the Gulf Coast. As Dean at Tulane, | lead a school
positioned at ground zero of climate change, where serving vulnerable communities is central to our mission. Through initiatives like the
Yamuna River Project, | have learned that transformative change requires building coalitions across disciplines, institutions, and nations
-with humility but with ambition.

| started engaging with ACSA 14 years ago and quickly realized the importance of an organization that brings together all the schools
of architecture in the country and beyond. | co-chaired the 2019 Administrators conference and hosted the 2025 Repair research
conference, both in New Orleans, one right before the pandemic and the latest during a difficult moment for all of us. | deeply believe in
the potential of ACSA -the community that supports us and to which | am committed- in placing architecture in a relevant position in
society, commensurate to our role in shaping the built environment, to help in addressing the ecological and social crises we are in.

What | hear consistently is this: our faculty are exhausted by accreditation burdens that consume resources better spent on students;
our graduates face years of underpaid work before they can practice independently; and too many talented young people,
disproportionately from underrepresented backgrounds, do not reach the last professional step, or never find us, or we don't find them.
At the same time, rigorous professional education is essential, and a medieval apprenticeship system without education is
unacceptable if we want to build an equitable profession.

These problems share a common root: a credentialing system that treats entry into practice as an endpoint to be earned through
endurance, rather than as a beginning—the threshold of a lifetime of learning and contributions. The professional license should open
the door to practice, not stand as an impossible prize after years of financial hardship and examinations testing knowledge that
technology is rapidly making obsolete. Architecture cannot be just for those who can afford it. A graduate with a professional degree
needs to be able to practice and serve society -with all their very needed fresh creativity- without unnecessary hurdles.

The world does not need more gatekeepers; it needs more architects. It needs architects from every community, every background,
every corner of this country, empowered to bring their imagination to the profound challenges of our time. The students in our studios
today will inherit the consequences of what we build, or fail to build, now. While these are not easy times, they are times of urgency in
which | believe we can do substantial positive changes for our students, for the profession and for the society we serve.



Abbreviated Curriculum Vitae—Iliiaki Alday

EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIALS

Master in Architecture and Urbanism. ETS Arquitectura Valles (ETSAV) . Polytechnic University of Catalonia (UPC) , Barcelona (1992) .
Registered Professional Member # 24737-5, national Spanish Council of Architects and Urban Planners.

Member #1477 of the Landscape Architects Association of Spain (AEP)

Elected Member of Academia Europaea #6873

ACADEMIC POSITIONS (United States)

Current: Dean of the School of Architecture at Tulane University, and Koch Chair in Architecture since August 2018.
Co-Director of the Yamuna River Project and the New Orleans Public Space Project

Previous: Elwood R. Quesada Professor of Architecture at the University of Virginia (August 2011 to July 2018) . Tenured.
Chair of the Department of Architecture at the University of Virginia (August 2011 to July 2016)

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE

Alday is co-founder, with Margarita Jover, of aldayjover architecture and landscape. Currently with four partners, aldayjover is a
multidisciplinary research-based practice focused on innovation and in the specific character of the place. The work is particularly
renowned by its leadership in a new approach to the relation between cities and rivers, in which natural dynamics as the flood become
part of the public space, eliminating the idea of “catastrophe”. As winners of design competitions (15 winning entries, 35

second/finalist) , aldayjover has designed some of the most important recent public spaces in Barcelona (Green Diagonal-Sagrera, Tres
Chimeneas) , Zaragoza (The Water Park) , Pamplona (Aranzadi) , Madrid (Madrid Metropolitan Forest) or Ibiza (Vara de Rei) , as well as
buildings, urban plans and landscapes (The Mill Cultural Center, Zaragoza Power Plant, the Recovery of the Gallego river in Zuera and
several affordable public housing buildings in Zaragoza and Barcelona).

Currently, aldayjover is working in several locations in Spain, South Asia and Puerto Rico, in projects that combine heritage and new
buildings, natural dynamics of rivers and public space and social dynamics. With Ifiaki as International Lead Consultant for the World
Bank, the firm has been working in some of the most acute urban challenges in South Asia and Latin America. aldayjover has been
awarded with the Holcim Sustainability Award (2025) , the European Public Space Prize (2002) , the FAD Prize (2009) , the Urban
Integration (2011) , the AZ awards (2015) , several Green Good Design Awards (2019, 2011) , the nomination for the Mies van der Rohe
EU award (2009), and a number of other Spanish and international honor awards.

Both in academic research and in practice, Alday and aldayjover promote a new attitude towards the transformation of our environment
and how architecture can contribute to the inhabitation of the most challenged areas of the planet. The role of architecture and the
architects, the integration of disciplines and scales, the non-traditional programs as the hybridized infrastructures, or the social and
environmental ethics are some of the challenges to confront with a global vision.

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

Aprendiendo de todas sus casas ('Learning from all their houses’). Ediciones UPC. Barcelona 1996. ISBN: 84-89636-17-6

Z Arquitectura, Magazine of the Architects Association of Zaragoza. Chief Editor and founder. Issues 1-4, 2003-2005

El Parque del Agua/ The Water Park, ACTAR, Zaragoza 2008. Co-authored with Margarita Jover, ISBN-13: 978-8493547134,
Yamuna River Project, New Delhi Urban Ecology, ACTAR, 2018, Co-authored with Pankaj Vir Gupta. ISBN 978-1-945150-67-8
Cities and Rivers, ACTAR, 2023. Co-authored with M. Jover, J. Arcos, F. Mesonero. English ed: ISBN 978-1-945150-74-6.

Design work published in multiple books and catalogues, as well as in multiple magazines (all major Spanish magazines and others
such as JoLA, Paessagio, Azure, Topos, ARCHI, ORIS, AMC Le Moniteur, Bauwelt, exe, A10 European Architecture, rd2, Domus, C3,
Tracés, Infodomus, DAU)

HONOR AWARDS FOR ACADEMIC, THEORETICAL AND ARCHITECTURAL COMMUNICATION WORKS

Finalist of the Grohe Water Award, World Architecture Festival (WAF) 2024, for the New Orleans Public Space Project (Tulane)
Winner of the Schools Prize of the International Landscape Bienale 2016, including the Yamuna River Project Studio (UVa)

Winner of the FAD Award on Criticism and Thought 2024 for Foodscapes (collective exhibition and book at the Venice Bienale 2024)
DAM Book Award, by the Frankfurt Book Fair and the German Architecture Museum (Deutsches Architekturmuseum, DAM), as one of
the world’s best ten architecture books of the year 2018 for the book Yamuna River Project, New Delhi Urban Ecology

First Prize, Architects Association of Aragon Awards for Architectural Culture, 2004, for the magazine Z Arquitectura

First Prize, Young Architects Association of Catalonia Awards,1996, for the book and exhibition “Aprendiendo de todas sus casas”

LECTURES AS KEYNOTE SPEAKER
More than 200 lectures at academic, professional and cultural institutions in Europe, US, Latin America, and Asia, most of them
focused on professional work, between 1996 and 2025.

EXHIBITION OF WORKS
Besides in multiple venues in Spain and Latin America, the work has been exhibited at NAI and Kunsthall (Rotterdam), Deutches
Architekturmuseum (Frankfurt), Architekturzentrum Vienna (AzW), Cité de l'architecture (Paris), Venice Biennale 2012, 2023.



