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Candidate Statement 
 
ACSA enables architectural education to speak in a collective voice. At a moment when the threats 
against higher education and our profession reverberate in all facets of our work, ACSA’s ability to 
convene, clarify, and advocate is essential. 
As an educator, scholar, and administrator, I’ve benefited from ACSA immensely. The organization has 
allowed me to participate in rigorous discourse, learn from generous colleagues, and build genuine 
relationships. I want those benefits to endure and remain available to colleagues across the academy— 
especially to those coming after us. In doing so, we must endeavor to remain relevant and accountable at 
the same time. 
Like many colleagues, my trust in ACSA has been unsettled in the last year. ACSA must learn from this period by acknowledging the 
impacts felt across our community. But it is precisely in unsettled moments that stewardship matters most. It is important to participate 
in these connecting structures—to repair them, strengthen them, and advance them with care. 
Should I be elected, I hope to be part of that work. I also would like to bolster the voice of public architecture schools—where access, 
retention, and burdensome institutional systems can challenge student and faculty well-being and success. As Chair of the Department 
of Architecture at the University at Buffalo (following years of service as Director of Undergraduate Studies and Associate Dean for 
Academic Affairs), I’ve led curricular reform, retention initiatives, continuous student outreach, and pipeline and professional 
development efforts. I’ve also focused on strengthening the conditions for faculty success—supporting early-career colleagues and our 
contingent faculty through tailored expectations and mentoring. I want to bring that experience to ACSA: to support colleagues and 
member schools, advance candid conversation, and help ACSA protect, broadcast, and amplify the richness of architectural education. 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Biographical Statement—Erkin Özay 
 
Erkin Özay is an architect, scholar, and academic leader whose work focuses on the relationship between urban institutions, public 
policy, and the built environment. He is an Associate Professor and Chair of the Department of Architecture at the University at Buffalo 
(SUNY) School of Architecture and Planning, where he previously served as Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and Director of 
Undergraduate Studies. In these roles, he has guided curriculum planning and program development across undergraduate and 
graduate education; led recruitment and admissions initiatives; supported accreditation and assessment work; and helped strengthen 
advising, mentorship, and student-success structures. He has also represented the school in various campus-wide roles through 
service on university councils and committees. 
 
Özay earned a Master of Architecture from the Harvard University Graduate School of Design and a Bachelor of Architecture from 
Middle East Technical University. He is a registered architect in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Before joining the University at 
Buffalo in 2014, he held teaching appointments at Harvard GSD, the University of Toronto, and Northeastern University. His 
professional practice experience includes work with Foster + Partners and Hashim Sarkis Studios. 
 
As a scholar, Özay examines how civic and educational institutions shape cities, especially in contexts defined by uneven development 
and migration. His book Urban Renewal and School Reform in Baltimore: Rethinking the 21st Century Public School (Routledge, 2021) 
investigates the impacts and limitations of school-led urban revitalization. His writing has also addressed urban design policy and 
planning frameworks and reflected on resettlement urbanism.  
 
Özay’s contributions have been recognized through fellowships and awards, including the Mid-American Conference Academic 
Leadership Development Fellowship, a University at Buffalo Humanities Institute Fellowship, Aga Khan visiting fellowship at Harvard 
GSD, and an ACSA Housing Design Education Award. Across teaching, scholarship, and administration, he is committed to advancing 
architectural education as a culturally relevant, publicly engaged enterprise. 
 
 
 


