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/= Legislative Proposals Impacting Architectural Education

The federal One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBBA) will limit student access to higher education through various government loan
programs. Details of these impacts are now becoming clear as the U.S. Department of Education (ED) announces rules that apply
the OBBBA. The most significant changes affect students in graduate architecture programs. While these changes do not
jeopardize architecture’s status as a licensed profession, ACSA is extremely concerned about the effects these changes will have
on architectural education and practice.

Topic #1: Graduate Loans Face New Limits
Changes from the OBBBA: New rules fixing the list of professional degrees and excluding architecture from it will cap loans
available to students in both professional and post-professional graduate architecture programs.
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Impact on Architectural Education: Without changes to proposed rules, M.Arch. and D.Arch. students will not have access to the
higher annual and total federal borrowing limits available to students in the fixed list of professional degree programs. Note,
however, that the $100,000 maximum total federal loan amount in the proposed rules excludes undergraduate federal loans.
According to the Education Data Initiative, new master’s graduates in architecture have an average of $41,398 in loan debt. See a
summary of proposed changes here.

Topic #2: Elimination of Graduate PLUS Loan Program
Changes from the OBBBA: Graduate PLUS loans are eliminated effective July 1, 2026.

Currently, Graduate PLUS Loans (part of the Direct PLUS Loan program) are available from the ED, contingent on a credit check,
for up to the student's cost of attendance minus other financial assistance. These loans have no fixed annual borrowing limits.
Graduate PLUS loans are intended to fill in the gap between what a graduate or professional student can pay, the federal student
loans they can borrow, and the total cost of attendance, which includes items like room and board, books and supplies, and student
health plans. For example, if the total cost of attendance for an M.Arch. program totals $29,500 per year, a student may be eligible
for $20,500 in Direct Unsubsidized Loans and an additional $9,000 per year in Graduate PLUS Loans in order to meet their needs
to live, work, and study in that M.Arch. program.

Impact on Architectural Education: Eliminating Graduate PLUS loans may prevent students from enrolling in a graduate program or
drive students toward private loans with higher interest rates and less flexible repayment terms.

Topic #3: Undergraduate Loan Limits Largely Unchanged

Changes from the OBBBA: The law sets new limits for Parent PLUS loans, allows institutions to enact ‘course of study’ loan limits,
and creates an institutional accountability metric, but there are no substantial changes impacting undergraduate students'
borrowing limits.

The maximum combined amount of Direct Subsidized and/or Unsubsidized Loans an undergraduate student can borrow each
academic year is between $5,500 and $12,500, depending on their year in school and dependency status.

Impact on Architectural Education: The more than 19,000 Bachelor of Architecture (B.Arch.) students and 21,000 four-year
architecture students, e.g. B.S./B.A. in Architecture or Architectural Studies or the Bachelor of Environmental Design, will see
minimal changes to loan packages.
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