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DESIGN COMPETITIONS

Rebuilding in the Gulf  requires a fundamental 
rethinking of what constitutes “ground”.  Street level has become a trou-
bled territory.  Residents are unlikely to forget that many of the deaths 
in Katrina were caused by the fl oodwaters engulfi ng one-story homes. 
FEMA has mandated higher elevations for dwellings both in Louisiana 
and in Mississippi creating a diff erence of up to 15’ between exterior and 
interior grades in parts of Biloxi and other coastal communities.  

Street level has historically been a questionable site for healthful dwell-
ing in the city.  19th-century images of London terraced houses show 
cesspools, coal bins and cisterns of domestic life creating a rather gritty 
base for more elegant dwelling distanced from the street and sidewalk.  
In most contemporary urban settings, open sewers and horses are gone, 
but the automobile has created new problems for life “at grade”. 

Two recent housing competitions provided the opportunity to explore 
this issue in post-Katrina New Orleans.  Both projects address the chal-
lenge of linking the public realm of the city with a new raised level.  
Earthen ramps link to this new ground which weaves a porous land-
scape over and through the hard surfaces of buildings and asphalt.   Th is 
new terrain has the potential to address a number of social and environ-
mental issues.  Semi-public park-like spaces can create social settings 
above the street.  Ramping strategies can accommodate residents with 
disabilities.  Parking and other services become sheltered within this 
thickened ground.

Sustainable dwelling requires us to promote porous surfaces and retain 
stormwater on site to limit fl ooding.   Hot climates also suggest the need 
for a shaded, verdant landscape to limit the heat island eff ect and reduce 
demand for air conditioning.   All of these conditions suggest that in-
stead of a single ground, we need to acknowledge and articulate multiple 
ground levels in a way that encourages a socially vital and economically 
sustainable pattern of collective dwelling.

Ground Rules: Living Above the Street
judith kinnard
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Global Green
local green : live work play

All units have screened porches and access to a shared rooftop. 
Th e two and three bedroom apartments face the river, 
while the smaller apartments face the city. Both individual 
homes and apartments share a central parking area, which 
is covered by a hydroponics garden. Th e spaces between 
houses are imbued with both function and tactility as 
gardens and stormwater courses inscribe the ground plane. 

Project Team:  Maurice Cox, Judith Kinnard FAIA, Justin Laskin, 
Pete O’Shea ASLA

Th is project integrates new residential development into an historic New 
Orleans neighborhood while providing public landscape amenities and 
incubating innovative employment opportunities. Fully engaged in the 
neighborhood, LOCAL GREEN seeks independence in terms of its 
impact on the infrastructure of the city and the resources of the region: 
self-sustaining, yet fundamentally connected to its place in the city. Th e 
site is located at a strategic intersection between 3 diverse conditions: 

A nationally-recognized historic neighborhood of low-scale homes 
in a rural setting interspersed with larger-scale structures like the 
Doullut Steamboat Houses and the Holy Cross School
A levee park promenade that links the city to the Mississippi 
River
An active shipping operation located at the Alabo Wharf area just 
downriver from the site

Th is proposal integrates and affi  rms the compatibility of these uses - by 
incorporating an extension of the park onto the site and including a 
commercial farming component that promotes jobs and acknowledges 
the importance of maintaining and expanding appropriate industrial 
uses in the city.

                         Th e project was a semi-fi nalist in the competition.

•

•
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Low scale-homes with narrow street frontage are typical 
to the historic Holy Cross neighborhood. Th is pattern is 
continued in the siting of the 6 single-family detached 
homes along Douglass Street. Th e gaps between these 
homes continue throughout the site, carving passages 
for light, air, and side yard gardens through to the 
larger scale apartment building that faces the river. 

Th e earthen levee is developed as a public 
park and is connected to the city street 
network through a network of shade trees.135
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Project Team:  Judith Kinnard FAIA, Kathleen Kambic, Kenneth Schwartz FAIA, 
Ben Blanchard

Th is competition entry seeks to address the severe housing crisis that faces post-Ka-
trina New Orleans. Th e scheme proposes 160 units of mixed income family housing 
on a formerly industrial site along the Mississippi River. Th e scale is kept low on the 
city street and is higher on the riverfront. Th e edge is porous to promote cross ventila-
tion and to provide a series of ramped lawns and gardens that connect with a raised 
pedestrian street, river view gardens and a public promenade above the fl ood wall.

Th is design strategy responds to traditional New Orleans residential typologies while 
providing the required density. Shotgun houses and Camelback conditions in partic-
ular have infl uenced the development of the linear housing units with broad exposure 
to light and air, mediated by open space oriented in a north-south direction. Th e tree 
fi lled landscape between the units provides shade and absorbs storm runoff . 

Th e project was one of 20 selected  by the jury for exhibition at the Ogden Museum 
of Southern Art in New Orleans.

High Density on the High Ground
new life on the river’s edge

ground rules |  judith kinnard
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Gardens are provided on 4 levels of the scheme’s 
sectional development.  Grade parking and the need 
to elevate housing combine to allow a constructed 
landscape of interwoven gardens.  Interspersed within 
the site are areas where trees are planted on the 
fi rm ground, while the remainder of the landscape 
strategy involves a reconstituted ground plane.

Th is proposal reintroduces connections that have 
been weakened in the Bywater neighborhood.  Th e 
striated arrangement of housing allows a continuous 
relationship between Chartres Street and the river’s 
edge.  Parallel to the river, spaces connect across the 
grain of the shotgun type housing forms, producing a 
woven urban fabric.  Passages connect and engage the 
housing units with the outdoor rooms and events.133
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“Ground Rules”, Building after Katrina:  Visions for the Gulf Coast, Urgent Matters 2, ed. Betsy Roettger, 2007.
High Density of the High Ground (Honorable Mention) and Global Green (Semi-Finalist)
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Project Team:  Judith Kinnard FAIA, Kathleen Kambic, Kenneth Schwartz FAIA, 
Ben Blanchard
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DESIGN PUBLICATION/COMPETITIONSwith Judith Kinnard FAIA



NEW URBAN 
HOUSING COMPETITION
Pittsburgh, PA



CROZET MASTERPLAN
with  
Renaissance Planning 
Group and  
Nelson Byrd Woltz



ALBERT AND TINA SMALL CENTER  
FOR COLLABORATIVE DESIGN 



July 26, 2006North JacksoN Ward
Scheme A Recommended

Looking West at new park and st. Luke’s building

view

July 26, 2006North JacksoN Ward
Scheme A Recommended

First street Bridge looking south from Barton heights

view

July 26, 2006North JacksoN Ward
Scheme A Recommended

corner of First st. and charity st. looking North

view

NORTH JACKSON WARD
with Maurice Cox



2008

2009

2010

2011

2013

DONOR IMPACT

 − Dean Schwartz arrives and 
establishes a strategic plan 
to “strengthen the core, raise 
the profile, and engage the 
community” of the School of 
Architecture 

 − Dean’s Fund for Excellence 
initiated to provide funds for 
faculty research and creative work

 − First Alumni Reception in 
conjunction with AIA Convention - 
San Francisco

Dean’s Fund for Excellence recipients Marcella Del Signore 
and Victor Jones: Fabricated Landscape: post-public 
spaces

The Career Development Program supports 
students in many ways, such as hosting annual 
career days with local and national firms. 

 − Inaugural Preservation 
Matters symposium

 − First annual newsletter 
published

 − Expansion of Tulane City Center outreach 
capacity including A.L. Davis Park 
infrastructural improvements and the 
Guardians Institute Cultural Arts and 
Community Center 

 − Richardson Memorial Hall sustainable 
renovation design strategies developed 

 − Master of Sustainable 
Real Estate Development 
Program launch

 − The reVIEW published

 − Career Development 
Program launch

 − Tulane City Center 
supports its first Public 
Interest Design Fellow

ACHIEVEMENTS, MILESTONES, 
AND OUTREACH MADE 
POSSIBLE IN PART FROM THE 
GENEROUS SUPPORT OF OUR 
DONORS FROM 2008–2017. 

Parisite Skate Park.  
Photo by Michael Wong
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2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

Small Center home at Baronne Street

 − Tulane School of Architecture  
website launch

 − Inaugural publication of Recto 
Verso—a graduate student publication

 − School of Architecture hosts inaugural 
Project Pipeline in partnership with 
the Louisiana Chapter of National 
Organization of Minority Architects

 − Social Innovation & Social 
Entrepreneurship minor 
launch 

 − Design Forward/
Innovations in Practice 
conference in partnership 
with AIA New Orleans and 
Women in Architecture 
Committee

 − Bachelor of Science in Architecture 4-year 
program begins 

 − Architecture program receives 8-year NAAB 
Accreditation renewal 

 − Parisite Skate Park project designed and 
constructed 

 − Tulane City Center moves to the heart of 
Central City at 1725 Baronne Street

 − Stephen Jacobs House 
established for visiting faculty 

 − Inaugural Real Estate Minor 
Summer Institute

 − Tulane Master of Architecture 
program ranked #22 in the 
nation

 − Tulane Bachelor of 
Architecture program 
ranked #14 in the nation

 − Tulane City Center 
renamed Albert and 
Tina Small Center for 
Collaborative Design 
at Tulane School of 
Architecture

 − Dean’s Portfolio Award 
Scholarship created

 − Tulane University and the 
Taylor Center host Ashoka 
U Exchange

 − 20th anniversary of Preservation 
Studies Program

 − Surdna Foundation awards Small 
Center three-year grant to foster 
sustainable communities

Brandon Surtain, a graduate architecture student
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PHYLLIS TAYLOR CENTER FOR SOCIAL INNOVATION
FOR DESIGN THINKING



ARTICLES AND ESSAYS


