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I'm involved with the Golden 

Pillow project, a community 

outreach and sewing program 

for runaway children and 

homeless youth. I am also 

working on launching my own 

fashion brand. 4

I agree with all the rules. I 
think we should also add 
the hours when we can 
use the playground.

I help with 
administrative 
work in exchange 
for a co-working 
space. 4

Are you coming to the 
the steelpan 
performance with the 
Wilkinsburg Youth Steel 
Orchestra? You’ll love 
the Afro-Caribbean 
beats. 2

A burned out brake 
light is the most 
common reasons 
for a traffic stop, 
increasing the 
likelihood of police 
interaction. At 
“Gimme A Brake 
(Light)” anyone can 
get help with fixing 
their brake or tail 
lights! 5

I volunteer in the 
garden on 
weekends. Many 
people are excited 
to see this 
becoming a 
community center 
with opportunities 
to engage. 3

The Community Forge Youth 
Advisory Council is a team 
of youth who are 
decision-makers at 
Community Forge. Currently, 
they lead our playground 
development efforts, give 
advice on programs, and are 
helping develop and run 
youth events. 6

COMMUNITY FORGE
WILKINSBURG, UNITED STATES

In Spring 2019, the Urban Collaboratory Studio at Carnegie Mellon’s School 
of Architecture worked with Community Forge, a citizen-led initiative that is 
transforming Wilkinsburg’s former vacant school into a community and youth center. 
Community Forge is committed to youth empowerment, community collaboration, 
organizational incubation and neighborhood wellbeing. Together with community 
members, both young and old, the studio began transforming the former school yard 
into a shared resource for the wider neighborhood. In weekly participatory design 
workshops with Community Forge’s youth throughout the semester the studio 
supported the development of ideas and their translation into a coherent design 
strategy. 

The resulting urban design framework proposes an archipelago of islands 
programmed for diverse activities. The islands will be implemented incrementally over 
time, depending on funding and volunteer work. Aiming at setting the transformation 
in motion, the studio realized the fi rst island “the fi eld” that integrates games and 
sports in an educational landscape, as well as furniture elements sprinkled across the 
site. Here design-build is not primarily concerned with delivering a fi nal product—but 
in fact explores design as a tactical and performative tool for encouraging community 
engagement and setting in motion an incremental transformation process. 

Overall, the studio off ers fourth and fi fth year BArch students an opportunity to see 
a very small project through from conception to realization within only 15 weeks, 
and combine abstract systemic thinking with very concrete and hands-on action. In 
a collaborative setting, students go from exploring and analyzing the urban milieu 
of Wilkinsburg, to facilitating participatory design workshops with the community, 
to developing and implementing a strategic design intervention that promises to 
act as an urban catalyst for the neighborhood revitalization—in short Acupuncture 
Urbanism.

Engaging with the community in an intensive co-design process teaches students to 
communicate their ideas clearly and the responsibility to advance design proposition 
that are in fact feasible within real budgetary and time constraints. In turn the youth 
from Community Forge experience that they can have agency in shaping the built 
environment and change the neighborhood they live in. The method of urban 
acupuncture focuses on achieving tangible result quickly, in order to avoid planning 
fatigue common in disinvested communities. The experience of actual change 
within a short time span and minimal means is essential for building trust. While the 
proposed phasing strategy allows for incremental implementation, the acceptance 
and excitement within the community has been phenomenal and has led to a 
sustained eff ort to realize the overall vision. Since the spring studio, volunteers have 
begun to realize the playground island. In Fall 2019 another design-build studio is 
developing the design and details for the Red Porch. All parts implemented thus far 
have been instantly appropriated by the community and have signifi cantly increased 
the use of the outdoors, as well as an awareness for activities happening inside the 
Forge.

Urban Acupuncture for Community Forge
JUNYETTA SEALE
THE GOLDEN PILLOW PROJECT / PITTSBURGH

We should not direct the play of the 
children but rather let them be curi-
ous. If we provide interactive spaces 
then kids with different preferences 
can develop their interests. Traditional 
playgrounds are too structured but we 
should provide different possibilities 
for kids to play.

I would like to have 
a comfortable space 
in which I can have 
a conversation with 
someone else. 

I have been involved in Community Forge for 
one year teaching intergenerational hybrid 
sewing classes. People with different ages and 
different circumstances attend my classes. 

I believe the outdoor space in Community 
Forge should have a playground that merges 
play and math. Learning math is something 
very important for the future of the kids and 
it could be taught through different methods. 
A Cartesian plane drawn in the floor or the 
multiplication tables in a hopscotch could be 
some ideas. 

Depicting the history of the neighborhood in 
the walls, similar to what you can see at the 
Point State Park snack house, would be a good 
way to incite conversation with others and 
show the culture of the place

JUDY CAMERON
PROFESSOR AT UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH/ DEVELOPER OF WORKING FOR KIDS: BUILDING SKILLS/ DIRECTOR OF PITT SCIENCE OUTREACH

FOR LANDSCAPING AROUND THE 
BUILDING, I STARTED WITH THE FRONT 
OF THE BUILDING -- PLANTING GRASS, 
REDESIGNING LANDSCAPE, PUTTING 
PLANTS IN SO THAT THE AREA LOOKS 
WELL-KEPT AND PROFESSIONAL TO 
ATTRACT MORE TENANTS.

I COME IN CONTACT WITH THE 
COMMUNITY WHEN I WORK ON OUTDOOR 
AREAS ON THE WEEKENDS AND I SEE 
A LOT OF PEOPLE IN THE COMMUNITY 
VERY INTERESTED IN WHAT IS HAPPENING 
AT COMMUNITY FORGE. MANY PEOPLE 
ARE EXCITED TO SEE THIS BECOMING A 

COMMUNITY CENTER THAT HAS THINGS 

AVAILABLE TO THEM. 

I AM A PSYCHIATRY PROFESSOR AT THE 
UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH AND THE 
DIRECTOR OF PITT SCIENCE OUTREACH. 
FOR COMMUNITY FORGE, I WORKED ON 
LANDSCAPING AROUND THE BUILDING 
FOR THE LAST YEAR AND HALF. I LIKE TO 
GARDEN AND DO OUTDOOR WORK.

FOR THE PLAYSCAPE, 
I WOULD LIKE TO SEE 
SOME INVOLVEMENT  

IN ACTIVITIES WITH 

NUMBERS, SCIENCE, 

PLANTING, AND ETC. 
I AM ALSO HAPPY TO 
CONTRIBUTE DOING 
MANUAL LABOR.

I HELPED DESIGN 
AND WRITE THE 
GRANT KABOOM 
TO INCORPORATE 
THE CONCEPT OF 
MATH SKILLS IN THE 
PLAYGROUND. I AM 
EXCITED TO WORK ON 
THAT THIS SUMMER.

I HAVE A SMALL COMPANY CALLED WORKING FOR 

KIDS: BUILDING SKILLS, WHICH I LEASE A SPACE FOR 
IN COMMUNITY FORGE. IT DESIGNS EDUCATIONAL 
PROGRAMS TO TEACH COMMUNITIES ABOUT 
CHILDREN’S BRAIN DEVELOPMENT. THE PROGRAM 
CONTAINS INTERACTIVE EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS 
AND ACTIVITIES TO TEACH ADULTS ON HOW THEY 

CAN HELP THEIR CHILDREN IN AGE 0-25. AS A 
NEUROSCIENTIST, MY LAB HAS SHOWN DATA THAT 
EXPERIENCE ACTUALLY CHANGE BRAIN PATHWAY 
DEVELOPMENT. SO THIS IS TRYING TO TRANSLATE 
THAT SCIENCE INTO COMMUNITIES WHERE PEOPLE 
ARE LIVING IN PRETTY STRESSED OR IMPOVERISHED 
CONDITIONS, AND PROVIDE BETTER OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR KIDS. OUR PROGRAM AND MATERIALS ARE 
MOSTLY SOLD TO GOVERNMENT GROUPS (STATE 
GOVERNMENTS), SOCIAL SERVICE GROUPS, AND 
NON-PROFIT SERVICE GROUPS FOR FAMILY CENTERS.

ASHLEY COMANS
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER, HOSTS AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS THROUGH APOST

I think the big thing that would be 
beneficial is that the space is SAFE, 
with a lot of playground and new 
regulations that are present today 
with the play area, I am not sure that 
place is passing all regulations.

I think the current space is definitely 
capable of being remade into a 
even more friendly space, because 
I think right now there just seems 
like a lot of cement everywhere 
and mulch. I think if it picked up 
more color, maybe we add more 
greenery, more grass space would 
be nice, because I think that space 
is nice for play. 

What I am most currently enjoying is the 
new people who are moving in and their 
comfort with walking in the streets, you 
know like jogging or walking their pets. 
It just helps to show that there is people 
who feel comfortable and safe in the 
community to do, you know like regular 
daily exercises.

The concerns I would have is the 
DISPLACEMENT of residents who live here 
all of their lives. I want them to feel a part 
of all of the changes and the diversity of 
residences that is happening, and that they 
feel like they are being left out. 

SECURITY is something that we 
need to pay attention to, but I am 
not sure how I would like to see a 
bunch of fences up and a lock on it 
versus having cameras and having 
signs clearly stating that there is 
video surveillance and if you do do 
something you will be caught. I know 
our local police department have 
been very good at being vigilant and 
responding. 

I think the other spaces, they have 
basketball courts, and I think we have 
one park that has one pavilion. It’s not 
big there are maybe there’s two tables 
that can seat around ten people. And 
that park is near Center Ave, but that 
is pretty much it. We don’t have a big 
pavilion that would cover a certain 
section of the area, and a grill.... maybe 
a stage would be nice too.

I also like the KABOOM Grant as 
it begins to provide community 
members a sense of belonging and 
empower them to feel part of the 
changes within the community. 

MARLENA LIVSEY
Community Forge Parent

I would love to see a stage outdoors where 
people can performance music and plays. 
Kids these days love INTERACTIVE 

ACTIVITIES to play with on the play-
ground. They love climbing on anything 
hanging like ropes. JUNGLE GYMS AND 

OBSTACLE COURSE kids can compete on 
would be really great too! 

Wilkensburg doesn’t really have a play 
ground for children to play in as of now. I 
have to drive my kids to a different area for 
a decent playground. My kids like to read a 
lot and goto the library but most kids don’t 
like to do that. 

I grew up in Wilkensburg and 
never wanted to leave. It used 
be a really good neighborhood 
with a lot of people and
businesses. Everything you 
need is around here within 
walking distance. For a while, 
there was a lot of gang activity 
happening. There weren’t 
any shootings but there were 
fights. A lot of people started 
moving out since it wasn’t very 
safe.

I want the Community Forge playground to NOT 

JUST  BE FOR THE CHILDREN BUT FOR 

FAMILIES. I want to see families come together 
and spend time here. A space for children to play 
but also parents and grandparents to hang out in. 
We can hold movie nights outside and invite every-
one when the weather is nice. 

I also want to see more sports being played out-
side. A lot of kids just stay indoors and play video 
games these days and DON’T SPEND ENOUGH 

TIME EXERCISING OUTSIDE. A batting cage 
would be a great  idea. Its simple and easy to set up 
and a lot of kids love hitting a baseball around. 

PATRICK COOPER
NOVATIONS CHAIR AND CO-FOUNDER, COMMUNITY FORGE

Abstract spaces rather than 
strictly defined spaces so the 
playground can cater to all 
kinds of users.

Youth occupy random spaces & make use 
of it because there’s no designated space 
for them to hang out at. They love taping 
each other doing stuff. Like skateboarding 
and dancing. It could become a whole mu-
sic video sometimes.

People in the nieghborhood hang out a lot at 
Salvatore’s Pizza House and Wilkinsburg Beverages 
Co. Everyone loves the alcoholic slushies there. 
Nancy’s Diner used to be another really popular 
place but it seems that people from Regent 
Square hang out there more now so locals from 
wilkinsburg feel like it’s not their space anymore. 
Essentially it’s been taken over in some ways. This 
again connects back to that fear of gentrification. 
Sometimes you can see a clear distinction between 
Zone 2 real estate, restaurants, houses and Regent 
Square spaces. The tracks almost form like an actual 
separation between these two regions. 

MICHAEL JOHNSON
VICE PRESIDENT OF SCHOOL BOARD FOR WILKINSBURGH, CEO OF OPENING DOORS FOR YOUTH AND FAMILIES

At the time it was a great community, 
it was a FAMILY COMMUNITY. 
People got along, people look out 
for each other. And throughout the 
years, things kinda change. What we 
are trying to do now is bring that back 
to the community. I think it can come 
back to life. Slowly, but it’s definitely 
coming back to life. 

We have tables and benches out there 
before, but people in the community, 
adults and they come and they sit on 
them and flip them upside down.

The adults, some of the teenagers, the older 
teenagers they use this as a place to drink beer and 
smoke drugs, and they leave all stuff everywhere... 
This is a busy intersection in Wilkinsburg, there is ton 
of traffic.... I HAD TO CALL THE POLICE SEVERAL 

TIMES on people sitting out in the park doing things 
they shouldn’t be doing in the park.

It’s just seating, there’s just not seating out there. No 
where. If parents were to come to let their kids play, 
they have to sit in their cars, because there’s nothing 
there, it’s just concrete and dirt, for them to sit.

Things like this playground and nice parks, that 
brightens up the community and brings back the 
spirit. I think that would definitely play a part in this 
side of Wilkinsburg. A PLACE WHERE FAMILIES CAN 

COME, NOT JUST KIDS. I think that is what is needed 
here. There’s nowhere where families can really… 
somewhere nice where families can take their kids 
[make use of the facilities in the building]

We have a lot of parks, but they are so far out. 
The kids who live in the middle they have to 
walk so far to get to a playground or park. This 
place here is central to a large population in 
Wilkinsburg. A lot of those families, when this 
school closed and that space was gone, there is 
nothing for those families.

DONALD ROBINSON
GLOBAL HUMAN PERFORMANCE LLC  | COMMUNITY FORGE    | OWNER & HEAD COACH

There’s a grassy area outside right now— 
that can be made into a nicer grass or turf. 
Because I try to run around outside and 

the ground is a twisted ankle waiting 

to happen with all the potholes and the 
uneven grounds.

So, as far as outside is concerned. I was thinking kinda jungle gym style. 
Kids don’t play outside much anymore. The only activities they do is 
whatever sport they’re playing. Some of the kids come here (to my 
gym) to train, but you know, little kids shouldn’t be in here training. So 
like, something like the monkey bars, can teach kids to build upper 
body strength and core strength in fun and competitive ways. There is 

fun ways to exercise properly without a gym. Like dip and pull up 

bars is an example too. Fun things to attract kids to excercise. We can 
have outdoor fitness community stuff, so that people can go outside 
to work out and they don’t need to come in here or find a gym- with all 
the logistics like paying and such.

There are a few other gyms in Point Breeze. One is 
just like this— small and intimate— I don’t think they 
charge as much as me. But it is still a membership, 
take-a-class, get-personally-trained, type-of-gym. 
There’s another gym that is a big crossfit gym. It’s 
not that costly, BUT it is a crossfit gym and it is in 
Point Breeze, on the other part of Wilkinsburg 

that no one here goes to because it’s in Point 

Breeze. Then there is a Planet Fitness in Edgewood. 
So Wilkinsburg is surrounded by a bunch of gyms 

that other than the Edgewood Planet Fitness, the 

other gyms you aren’t getting into for less than 

$100 a month. And the lower priced one like the 
Edgwood one, it is too far away that most people 

wouldn’t go. Plus, one is culturally the same, like 
the clients look like the people from Wilkinsburg, 
and the Planet Fitness clients look like people 

from Point Breeze more, so people don’t even 

go there even though it is technically cheaper. 

Most people don’t even know because they just 

automatically think it is something they probably 

cannot afford.

We got a lot of local high schools around the area—
especially the 3 big ones. A lot of their all-star 

football players are kids from this neighborhood. 
You know there’s a really good little league team and 
program —and we’ve traditionally always had one. 
So to have an outdoor way for those kids to train, 
that would be awesome. And there is no other gym 

around here. Like there’s this gym in Wilkinsburg, 
but like I said it is more higher-end. I do stuff for free, 
but like it is specifically for certain populations, like 
juvenile kids and I started to do things with kids that 
frequent this building. But like other than that, I don’t 
have people coming in to train freely because this is 
a gym with personalized trainings for the individual 
and I personally train them all separately— which is 
why it is more expensive than just a regular gym.

You can have those 
big ass tires. Like truck 

tires. People love to 
exercise with those 
and flipping them. You 
know, we have a lot 

of football players 

around here, so they 

can practice.

Community Forge poster by Gautam Thakkar Excerpts from semi-structured interviews with 25 community members 

ASHLEY COMANS
SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER, HOSTS AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS THROUGH APOST

Where in Wilkinsburg? I don’t really bring 
my kids to Wilkinsburg. I live here, but we 
usually go to Frick Park or Mellon Park, or 
the trampoline park. There’s not really a 
place in Wilkinsburg but Ferguson. 

Teenagers are out there smoking weed and 
drinking, I don’t usually take the girls there.

I wouldn’t want them to mix with the big 
big teenagers.

I wish the outside area could be for 5-12 
year olds, but I know it has to be for many 
age groups. 

I need a calming 
environment. 

Because some kids don’t appreciate it. My concern 
is that after hours kids will come and destroy the 
play space and the kids wouldn’t get to enjoy it. 
They have to keep replacing things, or kids stealing 
things. 

The girls like making things. Like arts and crafts. 
They did the Roving Arts Cart, something like that 
would bring more girls. My daughter also talks 
about stargazing. 

In Community Forge, I enjoy the people the most. 
I’m happy to see that this building is in use, be-
cause I used to go to school here. It was sad to 
see the building just sitting here. I like that they 
have student input, like paitings. There are a lot of 
things I don’t think my kids would be exposed to, 
if it wasn’t for Community Forge. I’m thankful for 
how open it is, and that so many people are now 
utilizing it. 

PATRICK COOPER
RENOVATIONS CHAIR AND CO-FOUNDER, COMMUNITY FORGE

JUNYETTA SEALE
THE GOLDEN PILLOW PROJECT / PITTSBURGH

JUDY CAMERON
PROFESSOR AT UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH/ DEVELOPER OF WORKING FOR KIDS: BUILDING SKILLS/ DIRECTOR OF PITT SCIENCE OUTREACH

ANGEL PERRY 
COMMUNITY FORGE/WILKENSBURG/ PROPERTY MANAGER

Wilkensburg doesn’t really have a play 
ground for children to play in as of now. I 
have to drive my kids to a different area for 
a decent playground My kids like to read a

MICHAEL JOHNSON
VICE PRESIDENT OF SCHOOL BOARD FOR WILKINSBURGH, CEO OF OPENING DOORS FOR YOUTH AND FAMILIES

DONALD ROBINSON
GLOBAL HUMAN PERFORMANCE LLC  | COMMUNITY FORGE    | OWNER & HEAD COACH



Impressions from weekly community engagement sessions with a focus on youth

urban collaboratory studio carnegie mellon university



LOWER

HOUSE 

VALUE

HIGHER

HOUSE 

VALUE

BLACK MAJORITY 

POPULATION

WHITE MAJORITY 

POPULATION

 URBAN  ACUPUNCTURE COMMUNITY FORGE MAPPING

ECONOMIC MAPPING

URBAN COLLABORATIVE STUDIO       CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE GHALYA ALSANEA +SHARIWA SHARADA + CHITIKA VASUDEVA

WILKINSBURG

UNEMPLOYMENT 

RATES (%)

6
.8

9
 -

 8
.3

9

1
1

.3
9

 -
 1

2
.8

9

1
2

.8
9

 -
 1

4
.3

9

1
4

.3
9

 -
 1

5
.8

9

1
5

.8
9

 -
 1

7
.3

9

2
4

.8
9

 -
 2

6
.3

9
 URBAN  ACUPUNCTURE COMMUNITY FORGE MAPPING
URBAN COLLABORATIVE STUDIO       CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE

PERMEABLE GREEN SPACES
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VACANT LOTS

VACANT LOTS THAT ARE AQUIRED LATER

RITCHIE JU & CHRISTINE KIM

PERMEABLE/IMPERMEABLE/VACANT LOTS
WILKINSBURG

Stone Soup Community Garden

Graham Field

WILKENSBURG HEALTH CENTER
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MIXED USE

R-2

R-1

R-3

C-1

CBD - COMMERICAL BUSINESS DISTRICT

INDUSTRIAL

INSTITUTIONAL

Wilkinsburg originally settled in 
the mid 1700’s

1700s

1812

1868

1852

18871916

1950s

1982

1983

1967

2000

2008 - onwards

Was formed as a community in 
1812

Wilkinsburg was annexed into the 
City of Pittsburgh in 1868

 In 1887, a new independence 
was granted

Wilkinsburg`s first train rumbled 
through the village in 1852

Elevating of the railroad tracks in 
1916 was a significant event for 
Wilkinsburg, as the original tracks 
had been at grade and accidents 
were frequent. A new train 
station was also inaugurated that 
same year, and became the pride 
of the community

Wilkinsburg grew non-stop 
until late the 1950s, when it 
reached a population of more 
than 30,000 residents

From the 1960s onward the 
region began a disinvestment 
period that has lasted over 50 years

1982 collapse of Pittsburgh’s 
steel industry. Residential 
settlement patterns shifted as 
well

The Borough lost its robust 
public transit connectivity with 
the eastern suburbs and 
Downtown when the streetcars 
and the train station ceased 
operations in 1967 and 1964 
respectively

The 1983 opening of the Martin 
Luther King, Jr./East Busway 
reestablished Wilkinsburg’s 
former rail and streetcar node 
connection to Downtown and 
some of the Eastern suburbs

For example, the Wilkinsburg 
Community Development 
Corporation, founded in 2008, 
is now working to bring positive 
change to Wilkinsburg by helping 
local businesses locate within the 
borough, spreading the word 
about ongoing events, and bring-
ing the people of
Wilkinsburg together
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MOBILITY TO/FROM COMMUNITY FORGE
WILKINSBURG

within 15 minutes

within 15 minutes

within 15 minut

within 15 m

to Monroeville

to Trafford

to Braddock Hills, 
Monroeville

to Braddock

to Braddock

to Downtown

to Downtown

to Squirrel Hill, 
Oakland, Downtown

Ardmore Blv. & Rebecca Ave
2 minute walk to CF

Swissvale Ave. & Franklin Ave.
5 minute walk to CF

East Busway at Hamnett A
14 minute walk to CF

Penn Ave. & Midland St.
4 minute walk to CF

Within 15 
minutes of 
walking:

Within 5 
minutes of 
walking:

BP Gas Station

Edgewood 
Primary School

Community 
Garden

School for 
the Deaf

Hanini Market

Save-a-lot 

61A
weekdays: every 20 minutes
Saturdays: every 30 minutes
Sundays: every 40 minutes

67
weekdays: every 30-60 minutes
Saturdays: 60-120 minutes
Sundays: 60-120 minutes

68
weekdays: every 30 minutes
Saturdays: every 30-60 minutes
Sundays: every 60-120 minutes

69
weekdays: every 20-40 minutes
Saturdays: every 60-120 minutes
Sundays: every 60-120 minutes
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A vacant lot that is located 
next to a series of single 
family houses, which is a 
striking contrast to the empty 
lots which sits directly across 
from it.

The amount of overgrown vegetation 
and trees on empty lots along with the 
amount of greenery within the residential 
area often shroud houses and pathways 
that creates a less welcoming atmosphere 
as people walking along the sidewalk is 
unsure what is behind the trees.

At the intersection of Rebecca Ave. and Center St used to have a market 
(shown in the image on the left) that is popular within locals, and it became 
a Frank & John’s Valet, a laundromat, before becoming a vacant property 
as it is now (shown in the image on the right).

Open Pantry opened after a series of demolition happened in 
the area around Rebecca Ave. and Center St. Now it is used as a 
personal training facility. 

A set of broken swings now stands at this 
quadrant of the intersection. The swings are 
also situated on a higher ground from the 
sidewalk and fenced in, making it harder to 
access and uninviting. As this intersection 
is a few blocks away from the high school 
and middle school,  it is likely for students to 
gather and play at this swing set after school. 

DIRECTION TOWARDS WILKINSBURG HIGH SCHOOL AND MIDDLE SCHOOL

HILL AVENUE

CENTER AVENUE

The corner is occupied by a 
single family house, and holding 
the urban edge on Hill Avenue. 
However, the street front erodes 
as two continuous lots are vacant 
with a “Private Property“ sign to 
warn people from entering.
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FERGUSON PARK
746 SOUTH AVE, WILKENSBURG, PENN HILLS TOWNSHIP, PA

Ferguson park is at the intersection of South 
Ave. and Center street. It was always a play-
ground that was torn down for a while. Now 
it is rebuilt as a newer and nicer playground 
with more equipment. However, parents are 
reluctant of sending their children there 
because of teenagers gathering and using 
substances.
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STONE SOUP COMMUNITY GARDEN
BRYAN WAY, PITTSBURGH, PA 15221

STONE SOUP COMMUNITY 
GARDEN WAS DESIGNED AND 
PLANTED TO HELP REBUILD THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD.

JOSIE BRYANT AND JEROME 
GARRET ESTABLISHED THE 
COMMUNITY GARDEN ON THREE 
EMPTY LOTS IN 2003.

PLANT BEDS CONTAINED 
VEGETABLES THAT THE 
COMMUNITY AS WELL AS 
KIDS GREW AND MAINTAINED 
TOGETHER.

WILKINSBURGH YOUTH PROJECT 
INVOLVES THE YOUTH IN THE 
COMMUNITY TO WORK ON THE 
GARDEN.

THIS GARDEN WAS BUILT AS A 
SIGN OF HOPE AND HEALING TO 
RESTORE SOME OF THE PRIDE THAT 
WILKINSBURG COMMUNITY NEEDS.
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bp GAS STATION
LOCATION/ ADDRESS

ARDMORE BLVD
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OBSERVED SPACE

The bp Gas Station is one of the three gas stations in the neighborhood. It
is located in Ardmore Boulevard between Rebecca Avenue and Hazel Way, 
just next to Community Forge. It’s purpose is beyond providing a basic 
fuel recharge service, it is a place of social interaction since it also has a
convenience store. Its’ proximity to Community Forge makes it a place
worth understanding because the buildings’ users tend to visit this place 
to buy snacks. There are very few convenience stores or grocery stores
nearby,  so this is a destination for neighbors and passers by that look 
for basic items. The path to approach the gas station from Community 
Forge is not as friendly as it could be, but it is direct and without obstacles.
This relationship could be improved with a few actions that make the 
commute more amicable.

CLIENTS

The bp Gas Station serves customers not only from Wilkinsburg but also to
people that are passing by Ardmore Boulevard (Lincoln Highway) or even 
Penwood Avenue which are high volume roads. The walking distance to
the houses in the neighborhood also makes it a pedestrian destination
although some of the street crossings are not as friendly as desired. 

As mentioned before, its’ proximity to Community Forge makes it a place
worth understanding since the buildings’ users tend to visit this place to
buy snacks, especially the youth.

The manager Damyant Aggarwal has been there for 2 years and is in
charge of both the store and the gas pumps. The store is open 24/7 which 
makes it a destination for all kinds of customers while keeping up with the
schedule of other gas stations nearby. There are employees in charge in 
each shift, day and night.

Although the store was frequented by people who pumped gas into their 
cars, there were other customers who were loitering inside their cars in 
the parking lot. While this is not a desired scenario, activities were normal
at the time of the assessment.
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FIRESIDE CARRIBEAN RESTAURANT
796 Penn Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15221

Fireside storefront on Penn Ave

Fireside is located in a busy intersection, 
with lots of parking behind. It is also next 
to many businesses, some are active and 
draw in many customers, and some are 
vacant. Some have gone out of business. 
However, Fireside seems to be doing well 
as it is a place of gathering as well.

The Fireside Carribean Restaurant is situated on 
Penn Ave., which seems to be the commercial cen-
ter of Wilkinsburg. After a visit to the nail salon, a 
short walk landed us here.

Fireside resonates the communal atmosphere in 
Wilkinsburg, despite its location in a busy area. Its 
diner like organization allow people to talk to each 
other, and people who have known each other for 
years gather here to get food, but also to catch up 
and talk.

An observation at Fireside also makes us under-
stand the lack of gathering space in Wilkinsburg. 
Fireside is adapted to become a mini gathering 
space, and the people keep Fireside alive.

Mapping social, economic and ecological conditions  of the broader urban context The Behaviorology of micro-public spaces in the neighborhood
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Outdoor workshop exploring the surroundings of Community Forge Conceptual design sketches synthesizing  community input
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Overall Master planurban collaboratory studio carnegie mellon university



May 2019
Educational landscape + benches Playground Island

LEARNING ISLAND  realized with KABOOM! play everywhere grant

MUSIC BENCH and PLAY BENCH  realized with KABOOM! play everywhere grant PLAY ISLAND partially realized with volunteers in summer 2019 SEATING ISLAND pending on available funding

Seating Island Gym Island

FITNESS ISLAND pending on available funding

Porch

THE RED PORCH design development in Fall 2019

Time-line of incremental  implementation



Diverse feedback sessions: upper left session with engineers without borders / upper right stress tests of bench prototype with xpogo 
Lower  left midterm review / lower right feedback at community barbecue

Volunteer Day

urban collaboratory studio carnegie mellon university
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CONCERT/FESTIVAL

COMMUNITY EVENT

EDUCATIONAL PLAYSCAPE

PARKING

urban collaboratory studio carnegie mellon university

Programming scenarios for diverse events

Community barbecue
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PHASE 1:
THE PHASE 1 OF RETAINING WALL WILL
INCLUDE ONLY A SMALL PORTION OF VERSA
LOK BLOCKS AS SEATING AS MARKED IN THE
DRAWING. REFER PHASE 1 MASTER PLAN
FOR MORE DETAILS.

PHASE 2:
THE PHASE 2 OF RETAINING WALL WILL
INCLUDE DEMOLITION OF EXISTING
RETAINING WALL, RECONSTRUCTION OF A
NEW RETAINING WALL USING VERSA LOK
BLOCKS ALONG WITH BLEACHERS AND
STAIRS AND AN ADA ACCESSIBLE RAMP WITH
SEATING.
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16. PEDESTRIAN ENTRY
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23. PEDESTRIAN ENTRY 2
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