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Candidate Statement
The ACSA has been a constant throughout my career. It is where I presented some of my earliest
research and scholarship, and it has provided me with a vital network of colleagues nationally and
internationally. I have presented and reviewed papers, served on panels, and juried competitions. By
far the most meaningful interactions I have had with the ACSA have been the opportunity to co-chair the
national conference in 2016, “Shaping New Knowledges,” and my service on the board of the Journal
of Architectural Education as its Reviews Editor. I have represented the ACSA as a member of the AIA
Higher Education Advisory Team and a participated in their Intersections conference, which provided an
opportunity to better understand what we have to offer to the profession beyond service as a “pipeline”
of young trainees. I believe we are at a critical moment when the academy can truly demonstrate
that we provide important assets in research, knowledge of inclusionary practices, and innovations in
disciplinary thinking.
The ACSA acts not just a convener of conferences or a repository of critical data, but as an increasingly
impactful producer of architectural knowledge and creative practice. In a higher education environment
in which metrics have become measures of institutional worth, the questions I pose are: How do
we understand architectural education as a pathway to the many modalities through which the built
environment is conceived and constructed, rather than simply a pipeline to the profession? And
how might this compel us to reconsider the unique outcomes that can derive from our research and
scholarship? We cannot think of our commitment to access and equity in a vacuum but must align it with
these timely questions and concerns of our discipline, which have interested me throughout my career
at multiple institutions, as an educator and an administrator.
The ACSA and its member schools should be enlarging their activities in schools and communities to
broaden exposure to architectural education, asking how do young people find their way to us and how
can we increase visibility through engagement. Further, they should be tracking the outcomes of their educational enterprises to better understand and
demonstrate the broader value of architectural education to their students and to society. Does the profession become more accessible and education
more affordable by rushing through the degree and AXP to licensure and the office, or does that reduce education to skillsets that might soon become
outmoded? Our students might also be better served and the reduction of the cost of our education might be better accomplished by joint efforts in
rethinking educational delivery methods and the sharing of pedagogical resources across our schools.
My career as an educator and a scholar has been dedicated to understanding pedagogy as an increasingly urbanized and globalized spatial practice.
My books City as Campus and Schools for Cities, my study of community design centers, my role in convening conferences such as a national
session of the Mayor Institute on City Design and “Re: Housing: Detroit,” and my history of leadership, most recently as chair at the University of
Michigan, one of the largest the architecture programs in the country, exemplify my commitment to promoting architecture’s role in the creation of
more inclusive environments. In these leadership roles at institutions of varying size and type, I have had the opportunity to mentor faculty and work
with students—including many first-generation and under-represented minority students—to bring their own lived experiences to bear on the structure
of the curriculum, to develop links to multiple career paths, and to mentor many of them to professional degree programs. I have developed studio
relationships with agencies in New York, Chicago, and Detroit. I have been a strong advocate for faculty diversity and admissions reform. I am used to
working with diverse research agendas, interdisciplinary initiatives, and broad global interests.
In recent years, the ACSA has appropriately allied with similar organizations and educators globally, and many of us teach students from around
the world, whose own practices will be similarly global. Perpendicular to this outreach, in a leadership position, I would want to expand our national
collateral relationships beyond the AIA to include NOMA and The Architecture Lobby, important allies for the continued development of socially
equitable and sustainable teaching and studio practice. And reflecting the interdisciplinary nature of our work, we might begin to share conferences
with the Society of Architectural Historians, ACADIA, and potentially the Association of Collegiate Schools of Planning. I would also want to continue
to pursue relationships with community colleges. The ACSA is no longer an organization of regionally based schools as it once was. Its professional
leadership, revised structure, and network of global connections has made it truly cosmopolitan, and I would be honored to work with its membership
in advancing its mission.
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