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Atlas of Another America
An Architectural Fiction

Atlas of Another America is a work of speculative architectural fiction
and theoretical analysis that scripts a counterfactual history and alter-
nate futures for the American single-family house and its native habi-
tat, the suburban metropolis. Mass-marketed and endlessly multiplied,
the suburban house, long the definitive symbol of success in America
(and, increasingly, around the world), has become an instrument of
global economic calamity and impending environmental catastrophe.
Still, the house, as both object and idea, remains largely unexamined
from an architectural perspective. Atlas of Another America corrects
this oversight through projects and essays that reflect upon, critique,
and reformulate the equation that binds the house as an object to the
American dream as a concept.

The book’s unique take on its suburban subject builds upon an
important lineage of architectural research—from Piranesi and Le-
doux to Branzi and Koolhaas—in which imaginary but not implausible
worlds are constructed in order to reframe reality and reorient the
discipline toward new territories of action. Like the most provocative
work of these architects, the projects in An Atlas of Another America
eschew formal innovation for its own sake and instead rely on the
artful appropriation, exaggeration and reorganization of found forms to
produce their oddly familiar visions in which past, present and future
are intertwined.

The book, designed by the author, adopts the tone and format of
an historical architectural treatise. The atlas of the book'’s title is com-
prised of the complete drawings of Freedomland, a fictional utopia of
superhomes—communalist phalansteries constructed from consumer-
ist single-family houses. A deep appendix includes a cross-referenced
catalog of the plans used in Freedomland; the essay “Atypical Plans,”
a revision, through redaction and reconstruction, of Rem Koolhaas’
essay “Typical Plan,” reflects upon the causes and consequences of
the American obsession with houses; the essay “Supermodel Homes”
that considers the mad genius of David Weekley, one of America’s
most successful homebuilders; “Six Typical Plans,” a taxonomic clas-
sification of suburban house plans; and “Notes on Freedomland,” an
essay that describes both the conceptual intent and design process of
Freedomland (and the book as a whole) while situating the work with-
in the broader historical and socio-political streams of architectural
thought and action. The book closes with the architectural short story
“New Homes for Homes,” in which a young architect rewires familiar
domestic products to produce new superhouses of collective living.

ATLAS

OF

ANOTHER AMERICA

BEING A DESCRIPTION OF

FREEDOMLAND,

A TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY SETTLEMENT SCHEME FOR THE AMERICAN NATION
IN THE

GRAND AGRARIAN DEMOCRATIC TRADITION
OF
MR. THOMAS JEFFERSON
BUT ALSO TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE CURRENT ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL ORDER;

COMPRISING
A COMPLETE GRAPHIC DISCOURSE ON THE DESIGNED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SETTLEMENT
INCLUDING DETAILED PLANS
OF THE

128 UNIQUE NEIGHBORHOOD FARM ESTATES.
WITH

AN APPENDIX

CONTAINING DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THE ORIGINS OF FREEDOMLAND
INCLUDING

“ATYPICAL PLANS,”
A MEDITATION ON THE AMERICAN DREAM, HOUSES, AND THE COLLAPSE OF THE ECONOMY,
“SUPERMODEL HOMES,”
IN WHICH THE AUTHOR RECOUNTS HIS TOUR THROUGH THE MODEL HOMES OF MR. DAVID WEEKLEY,
“SIX TYPICAL PLANS,”
AN ANALYSIS OF THE HOMES OF THE NATION’S GREATEST BUILDERS
&
“NOTES ON FREEDOMLAND,”
CONSTITUTING OPINIONS AND REMARKS ON THE NATURE AND CONTEXT OF THE WORK.

WITH AN AFTERWORD
BY ALBERT POPE
AND
A POSTSCRIPT,
“NEW HOMES FOR AMERICA”

ZURICH
2016




Birds Inspect the Plans of Freedomland
after The Concert of Birds, 1670
Melchior d’Hondecoeter

FREEDOMLAND

IN WHICH THE OBJECT IN VIEW IS TO UNITE,
IN A BETTER MANNER THAN HAS HITHERTO BEEN DONE
AND WITH A TASTE FOUNDED IN OUR VERY NATURE
WITH ECONOMY AND UTILITY,

AMERICAN HOMES
SO AS TO COMBINE ARCHITECTURAL FITNESS WITH PICTURESQUE EFFECT
IN THE SERVICE OF BUILDING COMMUNITIES
CONNECTED TO OUR NOBLE PAST AND PREPARED FOR AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE.




ADISCOURSE CONCERNING THE DESIGNED ESTABLISHMENT OF

FREEDOMLAND
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THE COMPLETE DRAWINGS OF THE SUBLIME SETTLEMENT OF

FREEDOMLAND

Take, for instance, the checker board for a plan. Let the black squares only be building squares, and
the white ones be Iefi open, in turf and trees. ... The atmosphere of such a town would be like that
of the country .

“Thomas Jllrson, from  letter to € Volney, 1505,
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Finally, there scem to be but three Ways for a Nation to acquire Wealth. The first is by War, as the
Romans did, in plundering their conquered Neighbours. This is Robbery: The second by Commerce,
which is generally Cheating. The third by Agriculture, the only honest Way, wherein Man receives a
real Increase of the Seed thrown into the Ground, in a kind of continual Miracle, wrought by the
Hand of God in his Favour, as a Reward for his innocent Life and virtuous Industry.

—Benjamin Fraklin, “Positons 0 be Examined, Concerning
National Wealth, 1769.
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ATraveler Approaches Elysian Fields, Freedomland
after The Road in the Rye, 1881
Grigoriy Myasoyedov

Elysian Fields
SE 1/4 NE 1/4 Section |

32 Houses

114,688 Square Feet
160 Bedrooms

128 Full Bathrooms
32 Half Bathrooms

Ryland Homes, The Parson, 3584 sq. ft., Delaware
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Parallelogram Park _ The Architects of Freedomland

NW 1/4 NE 1/4 Section 36 after A Group of Danish Artists in Rome, 1837
Constantin Hansen

24 Houses

58,128 Square Feet
72-96 Bedrooms
48 Full Bathrooms
0 Half Bathrooms

Beazer Homes, The Muirfield, 2422 sq. ft., Texas

178




AN APPENDIX

CONTAINING DOCUMENTS PERTINENT TO THE ORIGINS

OF

FREEDOMLAND

INCLUDING
“ATYPICAL PLANS,”
“SUPERMODEL HOMES,”
“SIX TYPICAL PLANS”
&
“NOTES ON FREEDOMLAND”

AView of Life in Freedomland
after Vue Perspective, Lavoir et Ecole rurale de Meilliand, 1804
Claude-Nicolas Ledoux




The Homes
of Freedomland

[A]Typical Plan[s]

“Typical Plan.”a salf.described “meditation” on the American offce buiing, was
written by Rem Koolhazs in 1993 and published in b1 XL “(AlTypical Plan(s],
a post-bubble rovision, shifts the focus o the American house.

‘The notion of the atypical plan is disconcerting; tis the

Beginning and the End of Architectural History, which is nothing

but the hysterical fetishization of the proto=-typical plan. [AITypical

Planls] ‘are fragments of an ~acknowledged utopia,
promises of a glorious architectural past and a post-architectural

future.

Justas The Man Without Qualities haunts European literature,
“the plan with surplus qualities” is the great == achievement of
American homebuilding.

From the == mid 19" century to the early 214 century, there
is an *American century” (and a half) in which [AlTypical Planis]
developed from the English country house (ruthless
creation of - luxurious domestic spaces of retreat through the
sheer multiplcation of r00ms) via early masterpieces
of multiplied space like the Alden.
House (1879)—its serially distinct rooms linked by broad
doonways, its bays and turrets, the

rambling expanse of ts porches—to provisional
culminations such as Charles Moore's
and
M. Stern's Westchester House (1974-76). Together they represent
evidence of the discovery and subsequent mastery of a new. soon-
architecture
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hey are - 360-degree architecture, architecture
runk on an ex
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Lawiar Ceruuan BisecTen Nuctear

BRanciing

Six TypicaL PLANS

il house, more than

mebuiders bve long
i this cqua
asan object o the Dream asa

pt. Over the course of the most recent

oo, the catalogof valble models

exploded a buiders sought ever mare
csborate waysof engendering desire for
their products. These products, he primry

buiding blocks ofthe contemporsry suburban

metropolis,arc.
of commervs thet canmect with, nd szmule

it secms nccessry o identify and utlize the

actionsbl inteligence embeckded in them,
Thi requiresthat we sce these howses 2
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Six Typical Plans”is the reslt ofjust

the organizaionsl logicstht i behind the

acade. The result of  comparative anslysis

ofnearl 1,000 house plans, it dentiics 3

scricsof wehitectural s

he design ofthe modelsdeployed by

American homebuilder

The individua plan, 3 used n the
marketing matcrialof s homebuilder, maps
out an Kea of domesticity, of a possble
Wfesyle for the prospective homebuyer. Many
plans, when analyzed critical,offer cvidence

of sn underlyng

ctofsx disinct pln types

bupers. Two ofthese types, Foursquar and
Laminar, are cssntialy varstons of long.
sed production house types. The ather four
ypes-— Cellular, Bisccted, Nucler,and

Branching —all betray some relat

he simpler Foursquare and Lamin
omal techmiques mnd offerevidence of e
buikders’ carefully consklered reorganizations
snd mplificstions of fmiliar domestic

sreangements. These primary arganizationsl

ements ar complimented by the

Knowing and o

mondls, allow thit house to b marketed asa

distinctive luxury to cach buyer, regardles of

FouRsQuark PLANS
Foursquare plans,typicsly of modest size

arrangement with roughly centered

entrances, Clear descendants of the trad

malfoursquare home, thse plans ae

Homes andin K
sdestly sz (nd named) Plan 1506,

In most cantemporary intrpreatio

i Rylnd

Homes' The Prescott—will b nested

such s the oversized entry
The P

<cott, are often added to the simple

read in some plans even s the house b

o swell s grow: The Conrad from

Weekley exhibis a super-Foursquare
mething

more skinta s Laminar

ATREE OF Trees
Six primary plan types

Laminar, Cellular, Nucear, Biscced, and

Y behind the wile varity of

floor plans offered by contemporary

American homebuilders. Thes types define 3

from the simples tpe, the Foursquare, o the
more complex types, noting the argania
onal sllaitis and Rdamertal transfor

e price per square foat

poth larger and more complex. This suggests
ot the

FouRsQuARs
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Lawia (Wine)

Bisictn
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Lasivar PLaxs
One o the most commonly wtilzed types,
Laminar plns o 3 lyered formation of
donalstrips, The layers can be quite regula
with only the simplest iternal subdivision
and cross-grsin circultion servicing con-
nections scrossand between bands The

clearest cxamples of this type simply
the bays of the Foursquare cither verticlly
asinThe Adars from Beager Homes, or
harizontally as i Plan 2808 from KB Home
Tiwo- nd three-bay versions of this type

have limited circltion between thestrips,
hereby creating more distnet ones (..
master bedroom and children’s rooms) witin
ach bard. Laroae plans ar often e
simple,tking the form ofjust o bands
with  lea linear boundbry dividing them
and 3 nartow clet denotingthe ntry. Other
Laminar schemes ar morc complex n terms
ofthe mumber of ayers,somctimes reading
s David Weekley s The Panletee—axa
classc center hallcolonial with laers added
0 one side 10 accommondate the garage, and
i thi casc, the increasingly common
extrs-large “owner'sretreat " Supersized

Laminar plns,soch s The Mayfir from Toll

Brothers, tend to grow lterally,adding band
afber b st b of public roorms

end houses, With it cereion of ooms,




CorLuiar PLans
Cellular plns are bt from more o lss
eregular custers of rooms and other spaces
it ae e up

hallwaysor joined

dirctly one to snother with no immedtcly
perceptble overslorder. Sprawling or
compact,this scherne can produce the
sppesrance of rooms ple on op of rooms

i which hierarchies between programs and

Inict, while i n abriously unique type
primarly due to the loos, oom-by-room
planning techniques; Cellular plansoften
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just nside th fron

Bisterin PLaxs

I Bisected plans the sxis through the

entrance and a dominant centrsl living space

Bisected plan usessymmetry and inflated
proportions, bath outside and i, o generste
a fecling ofTuxury and wealth TollBrohers
The Mi,

Other versions of the Bisected plan,
such as Meritage Homes' Octill,lack the

grand formal gestures of The M.

‘while etsining the organizational principle
ofrooms and spaces split by a cler axial
consection from the Front et toa rear
public room, Often Laminar inther bsic
ayout,these plans fequently have s reltively
compact perimete

Single-story Bisccted plans, like Maracay

axisof major rooms o frther subivide th
plan ino ditinet encaves. Versions of the
Bisected type, ke K, Hovnanian's Benbrook
1 can appear nesrly Cellularinther planning

ing purposcs.

Finall, Biscted plan can be

expres qaliis of the sixth type, the

e, but becaus ofits wide Laminar
structure, s dedicate ayer ofcrculation i

sl that branchesof from the main axis 0

serve the house’ other public spacs

NucLear PLaxs
Nuclear plan, while oftn displaying traces

domestic cul-de \u‘m bedrooms.
T, o o K8 Hor

ook at the front of the house. This schem

he central axs has been displaced by the

uckus of the kitchen,
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D Wby Homes The Cronord, 2731 s . Fori & £

BRANCHING PLANS
AllBranching plans share the distinguishing
rec of

routes that ntry tothe house

Thi avangemen accentustes lnesofsght

a5 i Beazcr Horaes'The Frankln, where a
diagonal path from th entrance at the ront
o the family room at the back creates

Tonger line of g
ofthe

Branching plans ofien combine proper
tics o the Biscted type-— dominant central

oce hll—with speaning terations.

etherssthe plan grows
decper (Centex Homes' Shenandoah) or
wider (Toll B

e bifurcting, disgons circultion

hers The Silertron)

Foutesinthistype commonly produce highly
Hike David Weekley s The

Lynshaven, composd of disincly shape

rotated agaist the regular, octhogoral

geometry of the houseas can b seen i The

Silcrton plan rom Toll Brothers. These
otations and internal mbellhmentsoften
resaltn figurd and irvgular bilding
envelopes as canbe secn inall ofthe plans
showenhere

While most buikders have plans based o

ate multiple foking path
W

aries and contoured room profics.
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The Architect
after The Misanthrope, 1568
Picter Bruegel the Elder

NOTES
ON FREEDOMLAND

Constituting opinions and remarks on the nature
and context of the work

The notes hereto subjoined, contain sundry remarks upon the foregoing Designs; and

as far as they go, and may happen to meet with the reader’s approbation, they may be
looked upon as so many architectural Maxims or Aphorisms: but previous thereto, I hope I
shall stand excused, if by way of relaxation, from the dry exercise of measuring plans, I indulge
in a few Miscellancous observations and reflections, just as they happen to rise in my mind.
The reader will, perhaps, now and then, be led a little from the point; but when that happens,
it is hoped, the step or two he may take out of the main path, may lead him to some thing, not
totally uninteresting, or unconnected with the matter in hand, although, perhaps, not always
entirely original.'

He who borrows an idea . . . and so accommodates it to his own work, that it makes

apart of it, with no scam or joining appearing, can hardly be charged with plagiarism.
... But an artist should not be contented with this only; he should enter into a competition
with his original, and endeavor to improve what he is appropriating to his own work. Such
imitation is . . . a perpetual exercise of the mind, a continual invention.” Nothing can come of
nothing; he who has laid up no materials can produce no combinations.’

Like the combination of sounds, which is capable of producing new music to infinity,

design and invention in Architecture . . . are in little danger of being exhausted by
the most acute and persevering genius that ever did, or ever will exist. Many treatises have
contained nothing more than a different arrangement of the same materials, and the very best
have still left an ample field for the unlimited excursions of taste and fancy.*

4 Over the length and breadth of this country are scattered cities and villages by

thousands, and public and private edifices innumerable; and yet we may fairly say, there
are the buildings, but where is the architecture? There is the matter, but where is the manner?
There is the opportunity, but where is the agreeable result? . .. Why is there comparatively so
little beauty in American buildings?*

In a country like this, where the printing-press accompanies each stride that is made

into new localities, and whe v step is marked by a building of some sort, it seems

inconsistent that there should be but little popular literature on architectural matters; yet
such is undoubtedly the fact, and although Americans are certainly diligent readers and
energetic builders, their habit of reading has scarcely had so much influence for good on their
habit of building.® Without recourse to a book of designs, the builder must in his own plans
be necessarily tame and uniform, his edifices will be but a copy of each other, and that which

he intended for an improvement, may, in reality, be a deformity.

243
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L’Abri de la Bourgeoisie
after I'Abri du Pauvre, 1804
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