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The shadow of Apartheid still persists in the form of black townships in many areas of South
Africa. These under-served townships have evolved organically as residents assemble what mate-
rials they can find as they fashion shacks to offer the most primitive need for shelter. Beyond min-
imal protection from the elements, these communities offer a host of opportunities as many still
lack access to such basic human needs as water, sanitation, and safe forms of cooking. Moreover,
inhabitants carry the burden of discrimination, violence and inequality. Furthermore, education,
health, and climate change are prevailing issues with consequences that fall disproportionately
on those living in slum conditions. While a solution for housing is no panacea for South African
townships, the condition of housing plays a critical role in the broad range of issues facing these
residents. This research identified nine key priorities for developing an effective solution for
housing within this context: clean water, safe cooking, secure sleeping, thermal comfort, occu-
pant participation, cultural sensitivity, fire protection, affordability, effective community, trans-
portability, rapid construction and adaptability. Students in architecture, entrepreneurship, and
real estate development courses developed prototypes for small scale housing development in
South African townships. These prototypes will be tested for physical feasibility in rural Texas, as
they are likewise tested for commercial viability and implementation in South Africa. Long-term
the prototypes are intended for adoption by local entrepreneurs within South African townships

to symbiotically support economic and community development.

These housing prototypes don’t simply represent design proposals for a better community
once constructed. Rather, they represent an opportunity for economic development within
the process of building better communities of some form. Properly administered, this housing
solution represents an opportunity for latent and local entrepreneurs to become active partici-
pants in material sales and distribution, housing construction and maintenance, and continual
improvement of community services and amenities. The design solutions are incremental in
that they build on the modest construction skills and forms of housing represented by current
development patterns. However, key improvements in community organization, essential ser-
vices access, and the durability of housing materials form an essential part of this proposal. By
properly allocating community space and services, health, sanitation, and security issues could
improve remarkably. The placement of homes constructed of fireproof materials will increase
the long-term viability of the housing patterns and community they support. In adopting a hybrid
strategy for combining local skills and materials with regionally, nationally, and internationally
sourced products, housing is more physically and financially viable. Improving the living condi-
tions in the slum environment of South African townships is more than an architectural problem.
Architecture is simply one opportunity to address a broader range of issues in an entrepreneurial
way. Such a confluence of architecture, entrepreneurship, and ethnography represent the very

nature of opportunity in this present age.
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The shadow of Apartheid still persists in the form of black townships in many areas of South Africa. These under-served townships have evolved organically as residents assemble
what materials they can find as they fashion shacks to offer the most primitive need for shelter. Beyond minimal protection from the elements, these communities offer a host of
opportunities as many still lack access to such basic human needs as water, sanitation, and safe forms of cooking. Moreover, inhabitants carry the burden of discrimination, violence
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