
 
 
Request for Proposals 
February 24, 2012 
 
Decade of Design: The AIA Urban and Regional Solutions Challenge 
Targeted Research for Real-World Solutions to Urban and Regional Design Challenges 
 
Communities large and small around the globe face increasingly complex challenges to 
quality of life that require innovative solutions. The AIA has launched a long-term 
commitment it will develop with other partners within the Clinton Global Initiative to 
help address such problems. Decade of Design: The AIA Urban and Regional Solutions 
Challenge is conceived as a 10-year commitment to engage architecture schools and 
other stakeholders in research in a set of targeted areas to address problems facing, urban, 
suburban, and rural communities in the United States and beyond. Through the Decade of 
Design, the AIA and its partners seek to demonstrate the economic and social value of 
design and that design thinking can result in innovative solutions that significantly 
enhance a community regardless of its resources, location, or demographic make-up.  
 
To launch the Decade of Design the AIA is partnering with the Association of Collegiate 
Schools of Architecture and the Clinton Global Initiative to solicit proposals for research 
projects in the first of a series of topic areas: design and health. The proposed projects 
should document the positive impact of design interventions or propose solutions, based 
on past successes, that can be readily implemented in the future. Through the projects, 
faculty, students, and practitioners will actively engage stakeholders to ensure that 
proposed design solutions are a good fit for the communities in which they will occur.  
 
Design and Health 
Domestically, the average American lifespan has begun to decline, and vehicle-centric 
urban plans contribute to sedentary lifestyles and sharp rises in obesity and healthcare 
costs, domestic communities designed to encourage physical activity, develop smart 
infrastructure, reduce air pollution, and support the natural environment are developing  a 
framework for positive change.  And although public health challenges vary broadly by 
community type and geography, leaders in public health, architecture, and other fields 
recognize the universal ability of the built environment to positively affect community 
health and wellness. 
 
This area of research will include and develop real world, implemental design solutions 
to promote health and wellness in diverse communities.  Areas of exploration may 
include: incorporating physical activity into people’s daily routines; providing attractive 
destinations within walking or biking distance; applying resilient and biomimetic design 
to sustainability; ensuring safety through lighting and other techniques; providing access 
to clean water for agriculture, sanitation, and consumption; addressing environmental 
justice in planning; improving pedestrian and bicyclist safety; redefining public space, 
especially in terms of informal occupancy; and promoting positive mind-body 
relationships.  
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Expectations for Research Projects 
Through the Decade of Design initiative, the AIA and its partners seek to support 
innovative, practice-focused research within the academy and to challenge the 
development of innovative solutions. To that end, each funded project will require 
deliverables that will help communicate the impact of design to a broader audience. The 
AIA, with support from ACSA and other partners, plans to grow the Decade of Design 
initiative annually, with future grants that will build a database of research-based 
evidence.  
 
The AIA invites full and candidate ACSA member programs to submit proposals for 
research projects to be carried out in the 2012-13 academic year. Proposals may be for 
new or ongoing projects led by qualified faculty and may include the participation of 
students, private-sector firms or organizations, or other partners. A total of $40,000 in 
funding is available, with a maximum award of $20,000 to any single project. If the 
funding will be used to support an ongoing project, the proposal must clearly address 
how the funding will be used to extend the project to address the Decade of Design’s 
goals of providing evidence for the impact of design on health.  
 
The grants will be made through the AIA and will require an agreement setting out the 
commitments by the university and any partners involved. Leaders of each selected 
project will be required to provide an interim report and a final report during the grant 
period.  See Proposal Requirements section at the end of this document for a detailed list 
of what should be included in a successful submission. 
 
Evaluation Criteria  
The Decade of Design Selection Committee will review proposals based on four criteria, 
noted below in order of importance: 

1. Commitment of the university—The proposal must document commitment by 
faculty members and the architecture program to the design and implementation 
of the Decade of Design pilot project. 

2. Well-developed program outline—The proposal must include a clear and defined 
approach to the research within the context of the Decade of Design initiative. 
The research project’s goals should be achievable within the one-year time period 
and yield a deliverable suitable for broad dissemination. Universities should 
indicate to the extent possible any actual courses, funded research assistants, or 
other relevant institutional resources they plan to use to support the research 
project. 

3. Description of deliverables—The proposal must include  a detailed description of 
the intended research outcome, including format and medium of deliverable .  

4. Ability of university to deliver services as proposed—The proposal must include 
the supporting data and justification, including a budget and brief curriculum vitae 
(no more than 3 pages) of participants. 

 
 
 
 

Page 2 



Decade of Design Selection Committee  
The proposals submitted for consideration will be screened for completeness. Qualified 
proposals will be reviewed by a Selection Committee comprising practitioners, educators, 
and public health professionals.  
 
Members of the Selection Committee may not submit proposals during the year of their 
service on the committee, and must declare any potential or actual conflicts of interest. 
Where conflicts are determined to exists, committee members will be asked to recuse 
themselves from discussions and decisions affecting the proposal.  
 
Funding 
The AIA will award up to $40,000 in grants, with a maximum of $20,000 for any single 
project. Funds will be available during the 2012-13 academic year, in two equal 
installments: following completion of a research agreement and following acceptance of 
the January 1 progress report. The AIA encourages programs to seek additional resources 
from other sources outside the program or institution to support the development of the 
program if necessary. 
 
Proposed Timeline 
 
February 8, 2012 AIA and its partners distribute Decade of 

Design RFP to universities 
May 15, 2012 Proposals due to the AIA by 5 p.m. EDT 

 
June 2012 Selection Committee convenes to review 

proposals; short list of schools compiled; 
phone interviews conducted 

July 1, 2012 (no later than) Announcement of three Decade of Design 
pilot programs selected by committee 

July 2012–June 2013 Development of Decade of Design 
programs by selected universities 
 

January 1, 2013 Progress report due  
 

March & June 2013 Sessions at ACSA Annual Meeting and 
AIA Convention by participating schools 
 

July 1, 2013 Final report and specified outcome due 
 
 
 Proposal Requirements 
All proposals for this pilot program must include: 

1. Completed cover page (see below) 
2. Abstract (500 words maximum)—overview of the proposed project on the 

school’s proposed approach, including: 
a. The research question that will be addressed with this work 
b. How the program meets the objectives of the Decade of Design initiative  
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c. A description of the outcome of the research (e.g., report, web site, etc.) 
3. Program Narrative (2 pages maximum, excluding appendices)—Fully describe 

the project, including  
a. the research question that will be addressed 
b. how the program meets the objectives of the Decade of Design initiative 
c. the research methods or design interventions proposed to address the 

research question 
d. the deliverables to be expected from the report, including format and 

medium (i.e., print or  digital publication, drawings, etc.) 
e. the timeline for completion of the research and final report 

4. Appendices—proposals should include the following required appendices and 
may include optional appendices 

a. List of key faculty (required)—a 1-page roster of faculty and any 
significant partner organizations and personnel 

b. Curriculuum vite (required)—for individuals listed in Appendix A; each 
CV should be no more than 3 pages 

c. Budget (required)—itemized budget indicating how the grant funds will 
be used and listing other resources, direct or in-kind, that will support the 
project; this appendix may also include a narrative (500 words maximum) 
explaining the budget  

a. Endorsements (required)— endorsements from partners in the research 
(maximum 4 pages) 

d. Images (optional)—providing background on the proposed research 
(maximum 2 pages) 

e. Bibliography (optional)—providing background on the topic or research 
methods involved (maximum 2 pages) 

 
Deadline: 
Submit one original proposal in hard copy format no later than 5 p.m. EDT on May 15, 
2012.  
 
Proposals should be sent to: 
 
Brooks Rainwater 
Director, Local Relations 
The American Institute of Architects 
1735 New York Avenue NW 
Washington, DC  20006 
Fax: 202-626-7527 
 
If there are any questions, please contact Brooks Rainwater, 202-626-7513 or 
brainwater@aia.org.  
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Decade of Design Proposal Cover Page 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
University  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
School/Department Name 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State 
 
 
 
Lead Investigator for Research  
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
First Name Last Name 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Title 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
City, State ZIP 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone Fax 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature Date 
 


